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Descriptor Term:    Descriptor Code:  Issued Date: 
Homeless Students Administrative  JBC(1)-AP   10/11/10  
Procedure     Rescinds:   Issued:   
          
Definition 
Homeless Children and Youth - Subtitle B of Title VII (reauthorized as Title X-Part C, section 725) 
of the McKinney-Vento Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.) requires states to 
ensure that each child of a homeless individual and each homeless youth has equal access to the same 
free, appropriate public education as provided to other children and youth.  In accordance with the 
Act and State Board Rule 160-5-1-.28 (JBC), the term “Homeless Children and Youth” is defined as 
lacking a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence, including children and youth who are: 
1.      Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing or economic hardship; 
2.      Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate 
 accommodations; 
3.      Living in emergency or transitional shelters; 
4.      Abandoned in hospitals; 
5.      Awaiting foster care placement; 
6.      Living in public or private places not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular 
 accommodation for human beings; 
7.      Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, transportation 
 stations or similar settings; 
8.      Migratory children living in conditions described in the previous examples; and 
9.      Unaccompanied youth who are not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. 
 
Emancipated Minor – An individual under the age of eighteen who is no longer under the control or 
authority of his or her parents or guardians by operation of law or pursuant to a petition filed by the 
minor with the juvenile court as provided in O.C.G.A. § 15-11-202.  Emancipation by operation of 
law occurs when a minor is validly married or as otherwise prescribed by law.  Emancipation by 
petition is granted by a judge in juvenile court after the judge determines emancipation is in the best 
interest of the minor.  
 
 Identification 
Homeless children and youth will be identified through two main sources. 
1.      Registration personnel and school personnel will be trained to inquire about homelessness upon 
enrollment and withdrawal of students and notify the liaison if a student is suspected of experiencing 
homelessness.  Training will include instruction regarding the possible indicators of homelessness, 
sensitivity in identifying families and youth, and procedures for forwarding information indicating 
homelessness to the liaison.    
2.      Partnerships with community agencies will expand the identification of homeless children and 
youth.  Outreach materials will be provided to community agencies by the homeless liaison to 
provide public notice of homeless children and youth rights. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Dawson County Board of Education 

 
School Selection 
Each homeless child and youth has the right to remain at his or her school of origin or to attend 
school in the attendance areas in which they are currently residing.  School of origin means the school 
the student attended when permanently housed or the school in which the student was last enrolled.  
Children and youth in transition shall remain at the school of origin, to the extent feasible, unless it is 
against the parent’s or youth’s wishes.  These students are eligible to remain in their school of origin 
for the duration of their homelessness and until the end of the academic year in which they obtain 
permanent housing.  Instead of remaining in the school of origin, parents or guardians of homeless 
students may request enrollment in the school located in the attendance area where the student is 
actually living.  If it is not feasible for the student to continue in their school of origin, the student 
shall be assigned or transported to the school in the attendance areas in which the child is actually 
living.  In that case, if the parent or guardian does not agree, the school system will provide a written 
explanation as required by federal law. 
 
The liaison evaluates the feasibility of remaining at the school of origin and makes a recommendation 
to the parent (or youth), the school of origin, and the transportation department.  A request for 
transportation services is sent to the transportation department with the following information: the 
name of the student, the old address, the current address, and the contact information – name, 
telephone number.  The designee at the transportation department contacts the family to inform them 
of pick up and drop off time.  A copy of the request is attached to the referral form completed by the 
homeless liaison during the interview with the family. Feasibility of remaining at the school of origin 
shall be based on what is best for the student.  Potential feasibility considerations include: 
    * Safety of the student 
    * Continuity of instruction 
    * Likely area of family’s or youth’s future housing 
    * Time remaining in the academic year 
    * Anticipated length of stay in temporary living situation 
    * School placement of siblings 
    * Whether the student has special needs that would render the commute harmful 
 
Enrollment 
Students identified as homeless have the right to immediate enrollment in school.  Enrollment may 
not be denied or delayed due to the lack of any document normally required for enrollment, 
including: 
    * Proof of residency 
    * Transcripts / school records (the enrolling school must contact the student’s previous school to 
 obtain school records.  Initial placement of students whose records are not immediately 
 available can be made based on the student’s age and information gathered from the student, 
 parent, and previous schools or teachers.) 
    * Immunization or immunization / health/ medical / physical records 
    * Proof of guardianship 
    * Birth certificate 
    * Any other document requirements 
    * Unpaid school feeds 
    * Lack of uniforms or clothing that conforms to dress codes 
    * Any factor related to the student’s living situation 
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Unaccompanied youth must also be immediately enrolled in school.  They may either enroll 
themselves or be enrolled by a parent, non-parent caretaker, older sibling, or the LEA liaison. If there 
is an enrollment dispute, the student shall be immediately enrolled in the school where enrollment is 
sought, pending resolution of the dispute.  The parent or guardian shall be informed of the district’s 
decision and their appeal rights in writing.  The district’s liaison will carry out the resolution as 
provided by the plan. 
 
The liaison assists with the enrollment process for homeless children and youth.  The parent/legal 
guardian of the student registers the student at the school where enrollment is sought.  If the family is 
unable to present the requested Proof of Residency documents indicating their living situation, an 
Affidavit of Residency to be completed by the landlord may be requested.  If the family cannot 
provide this document because they live in a hotel/motel, with another family member due to 
economic hardship, or their living arrangements meet the requirements of the Homeless Education 
Act, the family is referred to the homeless education liaison. 
 
The liaison meets with the family, contacts them via phone, or conducts a home visit.  The liaison 
informs the family of the rights and services of the McKinney-Vento Act for eligible children and 
youth.  An interview with the family by the homeless liaison is conducted to determine eligibility of 
homeless services.  Upon determination of homeless services, the liaison: 
•         Contacts school personnel to ensure educational services (Title I, after/before school, gifted). 
•         Notifies the transportation office (if applicable). 
•         Verifies free lunch eligibility with the school nutrition office.  
•         Provides a referral form for the family to receive health services either free or at a reduced cost   
 (when applicable).  
•         Provides for the families information about community services that are available. 
 
Transportation 
Homeless students are entitled to transportation to their school of origin or the school where they are 
enrolled.  Parents and unaccompanied youth must be informed of the right to transportation before 
they select a school for attendance.  Transportation shall be provided for the duration of the period of 
homelessness.  If the school of origin is not in this district, both districts will coordinate the 
transportation services necessary for the student. Transportation services may be provided through 
district transportation, vouchers, or public means.  If transportation is requested by a parent or 
guardian, the homeless liaison will consider the feasibility and make the request known to the 
transportation department.  The length of the commute will only be considered in determining the 
feasibility of placement in the school of origin based on potential harm to the student. Any disputes 
regarding transportation shall not result in a homeless student to miss school 
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Services 
Children and youth experiencing homelessness shall be provided services comparable to services 
offered to other students in the school selected, including: 
•         Transportation (as described above) 
•         Title I (as described below) 
•         Educational services for which the student meets eligibility criteria, including special education 
 and related services and programs for English language learners 
•         Vocational and technical education programs 
•         Gifted and talented programs 
•         School nutrition programs 
•         Before-school and after-school programs 
 
Children and youth experiencing homelessness suspected of having a disability shall be given priority 
and coordinated with students’ prior and subsequent schools as necessary to ensure timely completion 
of a full evaluation.  If a student has an Individualized Education Program (IEP), the enrolling school 
shall immediately implement it.  If complete records are not available, IEP teams must use good 
judgment in choosing the best course of action, balancing procedural requirements and the provision 
of services.  In all cases, the goal will be to avoid any disruption in appropriate services. 
 
When applying any district policy regarding tardiness or absences, any tardiness or absence related to 
a child or youth’s living situation shall be excused.  The liaison will make referrals, as necessary, to 
appropriate health care services, including dental and mental health services. 
 
School personnel must also inform parents of all educational and related opportunities available to 
their children and provide parents with meaningful opportunities to participate in their children’s 
education.  All parent information required by any provision of this policy must be provided in a 
form, manner and language understandable to each parent. 
 
Disputes 
If a dispute arises over any issue covered in this policy, the homeless child or youth shall be 
immediately admitted to the school in which enrollment is sought, pending final resolution of the 
dispute.  The homeless student shall also have the rights to all appropriate educational services, 
transportation, school nutrition programs, and Title I services while the dispute is pending. 
 
The school must provide the parent or unaccompanied youth with a written explanation of its decision 
and the right to appeal and shall immediately refer the parent or youth to the liaison.  The liaison shall 
ensure the student is enrolled in the school of his or her choice and receiving other services to which 
he or she is entitled and shall resolve the dispute.  The parent or unaccompanied youth shall be given 
the opportunity to participate meaningfully in the resolution of the dispute. Records of all disputes are 
kept.  The parent, unaccompanied youth, or school district may appeal the liaisons decision as 
provided in the state’s dispute resolution process. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Dawson County Board of Education 

 
School Nutrition 
Upon enrollment, the homeless child or youth is eligible for meals provided by the school nutrition 
program.  The liaison submits the student’s name to the district nutrition office for immediate 
processing. 
 
Title I 
Title I services shall be made available to all homeless children and youth. Appropriate funds are set 
aside to provide comparable services to those students not enrolled in a Title I school.  The district 
Title I plan will coordinate with the McKinney-Vento services collaboration between the Title I 
Director and the district homeless liaison.   
 
Coordination 
The liaison shall coordinate with and seek support from the State Coordinator for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth, public and private service providers in the community, housing and 
placement agencies, the pupil transportation department, liaisons in neighboring districts and other 
organizations and agencies.  Coordination will include conducting outreach and training to those 
agencies and participating in the local continuum of care, homeless coalition, homeless steering 
committee, and other relevant groups.  Both public and private agencies will be encouraged to 
support the liaison and our schools in implementing this policy. 
 
Preschool 
The district will ensure that homeless children receive priority enrollment in preschool programs 
operated by the district, including exempting homeless children from waiting lists. Homeless children 
with disabilities will be referred for preschool services under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA). Children experiencing homelessness under age three will be referred for at-
risk services under Part C of IDEA and screened to determine if referrals for additional Part C 
services are appropriate.  The liaison will collaborate with preschool programs to ensure that children 
experiencing homelessness can access those programs. 
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